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Bhiigavatam says, therefore, that the prime duty of the human being is to 
satisfy the Supreme Lord by the performance of one's occupational duty. 
(Bhiig. 1.2.13) 

Let any man of any place of community, caste or creed be engaged in 
any sort of occupational duty, but he must agree to perform sacrifices as it 
is recommended in the scriptures for the particular place, time and person. 
In the Vedic literatures it is recommended that in Kali-yuga people engage 
in glorifying the Lord by chanting the holy name of Kf�p.a (Kirtaniid eva 
kr�rr.asya mukta-sanga� param vrajet) without offense. By doing so one can 
be freed from all sins and thus can attain the highest perfection of life by 
returning home, back to Godhead. We have already discussed this more 
than once in this great literature in different places, especially in the intro­
ductory portion by sketching the life of Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, 
and still we are repeating the same with a view to bring about peace and 
prosperity in society. 

The Lord has declared openly in the Bhagavad-gitii how He becomes 
pleased with us, and the same process is practically demonstrated in the 
life and preaching work of Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu. The perfect 
process of performing yajii.as or sacrifice to please the Supreme Lord 
Hari (the P�rsonality of Godhead who gets us free from all miseries of 
existence) is to follow the ways of Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu in 
this dark age of quarrel and dissension. 

Maharaja Yudhi�thira had to collect heaps of gold to secure the para­
phernalia for the horse sacrifice yajii.a in days of sufficiency, so we can 
hardly think of such performance of yajii.as in these days of insufficiency 
and complete scarcity of gold. At the present moment we have heaps 
of papers and promises of their being converted into gold by economic 
development of modern civilization, and still there is no possibility of 
spending riches like Maharaja Yudhi�thira, either individually or collectively 
or by state patronization. Just suitable, therefore, for the age, is the 
method recommended by Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu in terms of the 
siistra. Such a method requires no expenditure at all and yet can award 
more benefit than other expensive methods of yajii.a performances. 

The horse sacrifice yajii.a or cow sa�rifice yajii.a performed by the Vedic 
regulations shouldn't be misunderstood as a process of killing animals. On 
the contrary, animals offered for the yajii.a were rejuvenated to a new span 
of life by the transcendental power of chanting the Vedic hymns, which, if 
properly chanted, are different from what is understood by the common 
layman. The Veda-mantras are all practical, and the proof is rejuvenation 
of the sacrificed animal. 
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There is no possibility of such methodical chanting of the Vedic hymns 
by the so-called briihmaras or priests of the present age. The untrained 
descendants of the twice-born families are no more like their forefathers, 
and thus they are counted amongst the siidras or once-born men. The once­
born man is unfit to chant the Vedic hymns, and therefore there is no 
practical utility of chanting the original hymns. 

And to save them all, Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu propounded the 
sankirtana movement or yajiia for all practical purposes, and the people of 
the present age are strongly recommended to follow this sure and recog­
nized path. 

TEXT 35 

·� ����fli�Tfl��q'( I 
�¥fil�fl4l«twt� fil�iifili4�1 ����II 

iihiito bhagaviin riijiiii 
yiijayitvii dvijair nrpam 

uviisa katicin miisiin 
suhrdiirh priya-kiimyayii 

iihuta�-being called by; bhagaviin-Lord Kr��a, the Personality of 
Godhead; riijiiii-by the King;yiijayitvii-causing to be performed; dvija�­
by the learned brohmacras; n.rpam-on behalf of the King; uvtisa-resided; 
katicit-a few; nuisiin-months; suhpliim-for the sake of the relatives; 
priya-kiimyaya-for the matter of pleasure. 

TRANSLATION 

Lord Sri 1\.r�l}.a, the Personality of Godhead, being invited to the 
sacrifices by Maharaja Yu�hira, saw to it that they were performed 
by qualified [twice-born J brahmapas. After that, for the pleasure of the 
relatives, the Lord remained a few months. 

PURPORT 

Lord Sri Kr�!la was invited by Maharaja Yudhi�thira to look into the 
supervision of the performances of yajiia, and the Lord, to abide by the 
orders of His elderly cousin, caused the performance of yajiias by learned 
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twice-born briihmaras. Simply taking birth in the family of a briihmara 
does not make one qualified to perform yajiias. He must be twice born by 
proper training and initiation from the bona fide iiciirya. The once-born 
scions of briihmara families are equal with the once-born siidras, and such 
bralima-bandhu or unqualified once-born scions must be rejected for any 
purpose of religious or Vedic function. Lord Sri Kr�!la was entrusted to 
look after this arrangement, and perfect as He is, He caused the yajiias to 
be performed by the bona fide twice-born briihmaras for successful 
execution. 

TEXT 36 

tato riijiiiibh yanujiiiita[l 
kmwyii saha bandhubhi[l 

yayau dviiravatim brahman 
siirjuno yadubhir vrta[l 

tata[l,-thereafter; riijiiii- by the King; abhyanujiiiita[l - being permitted; 
knTJayii-as well as by Draupadi; saha-along with; bandhubhi[l-other 
relatives; yayau-went to; dviiravatim-Dvaraka-dhama; brahman-0 
briihmaras; sa arjuna[l-along with Arjuna; yadubhi[l-by the members of 
the y adu dynasty; vrtafl-surrounded. 

TRANSLATION 

0 Saunaka, thereafter the Lord, having bade farewell to King Yudhi�thira, 
Draupadi, and other relatives, started for the city of Dvaraka, accompanied 
by Arjuna and other members of the Y adu dynasty. 

Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the First Canto, Twelfth Chap­
ter, of the Srimad-Bhagavatam, entitled "Birth of Emperor Pant.�it. '' 
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EXPLANATION OF THE COVER 

1. The original spiritual planet, which resembles the whorl 
of a huge lotus flower, is called Goloka Vrndavana. It is the 
abode of Lord Kf�l)a, the original Personality of Godhead. 

2. This original planet Goloka throws off a spiritual ray of 
effulgence called brahmajyoti which is the ultimate goal of 
the impersonalists. 

3. Within this unlimited brahmajyoti there are unlimited 
numbers of spiritual planets, as there are innumerable 
material planets within the sun rays of the material universes. 
These spiritual planets are dominated by plenary expansions 
of Lord Kf�l)a, and the inhabitants there are ever liberated 
living beings. They are all four-handed. The Lord is known 
there as Narl!yl!l)a, and the planets are known as Vaikup!has. 

4. 'Sometimes a spiritual cloud overtakes a corner of the 
spiritual sky of brahmajyoti, and the covered portion is 
called the mah{!t-tattva. The Lord then, by His portion as 
Mahl!-Vi�pu, lies down in the water within the mahat­
tattva. The water is called the Causal Ocean (kiiraQa-jala). 

5. As He sleeps within the Causal Ocean, innumerable 
universes are generated with His breathing. These floating 
universes are scattered all over the Causal Ocean. They stay 
during a breath of Maha·Vi�pu. 

6. In each and every universal globe the same Maha-Vi�pu. 
enters again as Garbhodakasl!yi Vi�I)U and lies there on the 
Garbha Ocean on the serpentine Se�a incarnation. From His 
navel-abdomen sprouts a lotus stem, and on the lotus, 
Brahma. the lord of the universe. is born. Brahml! creates 
all living beings of different shapes in terms of desire within 
the universe. He also creates the sun. moon and other demi· 
gods. 

(continued on back flap) 



7. The sun is situated almost in the center of each and 
every universe, and it distributes profuse light and heat all 
over the universe. There are mi·llions and billions of suns in 
all the millions and billions of universes within the mahat­
tattva. The suns and moons are required within the universes 
because they are dark by nature. The Vedas instruct us to go 
out of the dark universes and reach the glowing eff ulgence, 
the brahmajyoti. 

8. The brahmajyoti is due to the illuminating Vaiku!l!ha 
planets, which need no sun or moon or power of electricity. 

Srlmad-Bhagavatam helps us reach the supreme planet, 
Goloka Vrndavana. The door is open for everyone. Human 
life is meant for this particular aim, for it is the highest 
perfection. 

His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada 

first met his spiritual master, Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati 
Gosvaml Maharaja, in Calcutta in 1922. Srtla Bhaktisiddhanta 
liked this educated young man and injected in him the idea 
of preaching the message of Srlmad-Bhagavatam all over the 
world. At Allahabad in 1933 Srila Prabhupada became his 
formally initiated disciple, and in 1937, just days before 
his spiritual master's departure from·this mortal world, he 
was specifically ordered to spread Kr�r)a consciousness in the 
English language. Thus in 1944 Srila Prabhupada started 
Back to Godhead magazine, which is now circulated in six 
different languages throughout the world, and he also pub­
lished, in English, the first three volumes of his Srlmad· 
Bhagavatam. 

In 1965, at the advanced age of 70, His Divine Grace. 
sailed to the United States to fulfill his master's sacred 
mission, bringing with him only seven dollars, some books 
and a pair of hand cymbals. Shortly afterwards he began 
classes on Bhagavad-glta in a small storefront in New York 
City. Now, only six years later, Srila Prabhupada's Inter­
national Society for Krishna Consciousness, with more than 
seventy centers in major cities throughout the world, has 
become an important institution of spiritual knowledge and 
culture, and Srila Prabhupada's authoritative translations, 
commentari·es and summary studies of Vedic literature have 
become standard textbooks of transcendental science. 
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